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Cover Text: The ears of our heart 
have a peculiar habit of becoming 
psychologically deaf. Though the 
voice of the Son of God calls to us 
by his grace, we hear not his voice. 
St. Francis wants us to be aware 
of this, for when we hear not the 
voice—even though hearing we 
hear not—we have not surrendered 
ourselves completely to the Son of 
God. The Good Shepherd calls, but 
we his sheep hear him not. “I know 
mine and mine know me.” * * Nor 
does it take deep study and learned 
books to be able to listen to his 
voice. Bernadette wanted our 
Blessed Lady to write her message 
down. “What I have to tell you,” 
said Mary, “you will not have to 
write on paper.” It must penetrate 
the heart and haunt the mind. It 
must become flesh and blood. 
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100 Years Ago 
Lourdes-Francis-Bernadette 


HUNDRED YEARS AGO there was hardly a public official in France who 
ould openly admit that the Blessed Mother had appeared to Bernadette 
oubirous. Typical of the mentality was a Lourdes’ policeman’s remark 
s Bernadette went to the grotto: “Are they really trying to make us 
elieve such superstitious nonsense in the 19th century?” 

Almost fifty years later the late Dr. Alexis Carrel asserted before a 
yoard of French doctors that a patient of his had been cured of tuber- 
ulosis at Lourdes. There was a short silence. Snorted a professor: “It 
s useless to insist, sir, that with such views as these you can never be 
eceived as a member of our faculty.” “In that case,” replied Dr. Carrel, 
I must go elsewhere! He went to America and will be remembered for 
\is work with Col. Charles A. Lindberg on the mechanical heart and 
or his Man, The Unknown. 
| A hundred years after Our Lady appeared more than two million peo- 
le a year visit Lourdes. Of these, forty to fifty thousand are suffering 
rom some serious malady. 

Today the miracles at Lourdes are incontestable. 

The deeper mystery of Lourdes has more to say to us than miracles. 
n the melee over the miracles, the little girl to whom the Blessed 
(other appeared and the message she gave the world has still not pene- 
rated unbelievers—nor is it even palatable to believers! That message 


; Penance. 
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Saint Bernadette as she looked in 1866, 
eight years after the apparitions. 


The Message of Lourdes 


Monsignor Francis Trochu, au- 
thor of Saint Bernadette Soubirous 
(Pantheon, New York, 1958, $4.95) 
relates the eighth apparition on 
Wednesday, February 24, 1858: 

“She had knelt down a little way 
from the arch. Those who accom- 
panied her there saw her grow sad 
again. What was the Lady speaking 
to her about? In view of what was 
to follow, we must conclude that she 
unfolded before the eyes of her pure 
little confidante the hideous picture 
of the sins of mankind and the ur- 
gency of expiation. 

“With tears in her eyes Berna- 
dette stood up again, clasping her 
rosary in her hands and seeming 
to want to address the crowd. In 
fact, the people nearest her could 
hear her voice coming from the 
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depths of her estasy. With a gasp 
she repeated the word: ‘Penance 
... penance ... penance!’ 

“The word spread from mouth 
to mouth through the crowd. Berna- 
dette had delivered her first mes. 
sage.” 

Penance was also the first message 
of the good tidings of the gospel. 
Good tidings? Yes, for only through 
a conversion of mind and_ heart. 
whereby one’s whole life is cor. 
rected and directed toward God, i: 
it possible for man to share in the 
redemption of Christ and to allow 
the redemptive work to become ef 
fective in his life. ; 

How right was St. Augustine wher 
he described “the love of self ever 
to the contempt of God” as the roo 
of the earthly city, the world with 
out God. This love of self even te 
the contempt of God has two un 
mistakable signs by which it betray 
itself: greed for this world’s good! 
and an equal greed for power ane 
honor; and to these all the evils o 
a purely temporal and earthly “city 
can be traced. 

The Blessed Mother’s message t 
Bernadette was to make men awar 
again of the means out of “the cit 
of man.” In an unwholesome perve! 
sion man has become the enemy « 
God through his desire to glorif 
himself. Much as he has suffere 
in consequence under the “works ¢ 
the flesh,” the fruits of his ow 
error, he can never “convert” hin 
self to his original state. 

God has therefore in his boun 
less mercy sent his only Son th: 
he might raise mankind from i 
misery and restore it to the kingdo! 
of God, unto the glory of his Fathe 
This “Conversion” Christ has ai 
complished for all in his saving Pa 
sion and Death, that in him ¥ 
might be turned once more to Gc 


d render him love and obedience: 
aus the Christ should suffer and 
ould rise again from the dead on 
e third day; and repentance and 
mission of sins should be preached 
his name to all the nations” (Lk. 
, 46-47). 
He therefore began his work with 
summons: “The time is fulfilled, 
Ree dom of God is at hand. Re- 
nt and believe in the Gospel” 
fe! 15). “To repent,” to do 
nance, to change mind and heart, 
s since been the inescapable requi- 
e for man to enter the kingdom 


God. 


> Exemptions 

And no one will be exempt from 
is crushing repentance that kills 
_self-owning. Not even Bernadette 
whom the Blessed Mother ap- 
ared. Her life was to be one that 
yuld crush out all vestige of Berna- 
tte—and leave place for Christ 
ly. It is difficult for us to realize 
at for twenty-one years Bernadette 
Lourdes, climbed to her saint- 
od, not merely by the fact that 
ix Lady appeared to her, but by 
> most crushing annihilation of all 
f. We wonder why the Beautiful 
dy of her visions would subject 
is little innocent confidante to 
sh treatment. And from the Lady’s 
s comes the answer she gave to 
rnadette: “I do not promise to 
ike you happy in this world, but 
the next.” “Go kiss the ground 
a penance for sinners,” the Lady 
d commanded. Such was her life 
1 life of humility and penance. 


‘She promised to make you happy 
the next world?” Bernadette was 
ced. “Yes.” “So you are sure of 
ing to Heaven?” “No, no, no.” 
hat! Not after the Blessed Vir- 
’s promise?” “Oh, but that makes 
difference. Only if I am good.” 


Sec = ® 19:58 


“But didn’t she tell you what you 
ought to do to go to Heaven?” “No, 
monsieur. We knew that quite well 
before.” “It is odd,” said the same 
visitor later, “that the Blessed Vir- 
gin asked you to do all those peni- 
tential acts. It’s not reasonable.” 
She answered with her eyes cast 
down, and in a quiet voice of the 
most deep conviction: “For the con- 
version of sinners.” 


When Bernadette joined the Sis- 
ters of Nevers, everyone seemed 
bound to keep her humble, even 
when it was almost pitifully obvious 
that she was “nothing” in her own 
eyes. When she had pronounced 
her first vows and tasks were as- 
signed before the bishop, the Su- 
perior General was asked: “What 
are you going to do with Sister 
Marie-Bernard (Bernadette) ?” The 
Mother replied: “This child is good 
for nothing.” The Bishop was gaz- 
ing down at the humble nun kneel- 
ing at his feet. Then of his own ac- 
cord and by a sort of inspiration he 
ordered her: “I assign you to the 
post of praying.” “So you are good 
for nothing,” continued the Bishop. 
“Mother General is right,” replied 
Sister Marie-Bernard. “It is quite 
true.” 


“What do you do with a broom?” 
she asked almost grimly of a nun 
who had been staring at her. “Why 
—sweep with it...” “And then?” 
“Put it back in its place.” “Yes. 
And so for me. Our Lady used me. 
They have put me in my corner. I 
am happy there, and stop there...” 


Sickness dogged her constantly. 
Misunderstandings by her superiors 
tortured her mentally. Darkness de- 
scended over her soul with regard 
to her salvation. Bone cancer racked 
her little body; asthma suffocated 
her. She clung to her rosary and 
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the memory of the beautiful Lady 
—her mother. “At night when you 
retire to rest,” she recommended to 
a companion, “take your beads and 
eo off to sleep while saying them; 
He the same as little children who 
fall asleep saying: ‘Mama, Mama 
9199 
Nor could the miraculous waters 
of the spring be intended for her. 
“The spring is not for me .. . not 
for me.” 


Statue of St. 


Paschal Baylon, Franciscan 
patron of Eucharistic congresses and pro- 
cessions which will occupy place over 
altar of Franciscan Chapel in Lourdes. 
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St. Francis and St. Bernadette : 


“There was an affinity of soul hi 
tween Bernadette and St. Francis ¢ 
Assisi,” writes Monsignor Trochi 
“and so the little Lourdes girl ha 
an affectionate devotion to the Por 
erello. What attracted her above a 
was ‘his great love of suffering an 
of Jesus crucified.” As the Constitt 
tions of Saint-Gildard did not allo 
one to join the Third Order of § 
Francis, she had herself _— 
the Franciscan Confraternity of th 
Cord. This she received in the in 
firmary on December 8, 1878, fros 
the hands of a Capuchin who ha 
come to Nevers to preach a Retreat: 


We have no space to point out is 
cident after incident in her life is 
dicative of the statement above the 
there was “an affinity of soul he 
tween Bernadette and St. Frane 


The one word “Penance” is ind 
cative enough. And it has been pe 
petuated in “The Third Order + 
Penance.” 

The message of Penance uttere 
as Our Lord’s first message, r 
echoed as Our Lady’s first messag 
to Bernadette and re-lived down tl 
centuries in the Franciscan ordet 
is the essential message that Or 
Lady gives us through Bernadet 
in this centenary year. 

If the “love of self even to tl 
contempt of God” has produced tl 
earthly city which now recogniz 
only science and technology as tl 
supreme achievements of the hum: 
race (instruments of greed and po 
er), it is the “love of God even 
the contempt of self” that creat 
the City of God for which we a 
all striving. This love for God whi 
will eventually crush all selfishne 
is the central mystery of the whc 
earthly life and work of Christ. 


FORL 


s the love of self even to the 
tempt of God manifests itself 
marily and most clearly in the 
for possessions and for power, 
is the love of God even to con- 
pt of self visible in Christ most 
arly in his poverty and humility: 
rist Jesus . . . though he was 
nature God, did not consider be- 
equal to God a thing to be clung 
but emptied himself, taking the 
ure of a slave and being made 
unto men. And appearing in 
+ form of man, he humbled him- 
f, becoming obedient to death, 
sn to death on a cross. There- 
e God also has exalted him and 
fowed upon him the name that 
above every name, so that at the 
me of Jesus every knee should 
nd of those in Heaven, on earth 
d under the earth, and every 
igue should confess that the Lord 
sus Christ is the glory of God the 
fuer’ (Phil. 2, 6-11). 
These words of St. Paul reveal 
ut the “Kenosis,” the emptying, 
our Savior, is the means of glori- 
ng the Father, the way to the 
ngdom of God, in which all 
rough Christ and in his Name ac- 
owledge the glory of the Father. 
r duty, as men redeemed bv 
rist and possessed of his grace, 
indicated in the previous words 
the Apostle: “Have this mind in 
a, Which was also in Christ Jesus” 
hil. 2,5). The gospel “Metanoia,” 
“do penance,” in a complete 
ange of outlook, thus means es- 
tially that the citizen of the king- 
m of God must put on “the mind 
Christ” (I Cor. 2, 16) and “be- 
ne conformed to the image” of 
rist (Rom. 8, 29) ; or, as St. Peter 
s: “As obedient children, do not 
form to the lusts of former days 
en you were ignorant; but as 
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Saints Elizabeth, Anthony, Clare and Fran- 
cis to left of altar of Franciscan Chapel 
at Lourdes. 


the One who called you is holy, be 
you also holy in all your behavior” 
(I. Pet. 1, 14-15). The more there- 
fore the redeemed man shares in 
and imitates the emptying, the pov- 
erty of Christ, the more does holi- 
ness, the love of God, fill his heart, 
that he may return love for love. 
“For you know the graciousness of 
our Lord Jesus Christ—how, being 
rich, he became poor for your sakes, 
that by his poverty you might be- 
come rich” (II Cor. 8, 9). 


These words find flesh and blood 
object lessons in the lives of St. 
Francis of Assisi and St. Berna- 
dette Soubirous. What the complete 
self-emptying meant to them is writ- 
ten in their lives for all to read. It 
is a painful road—one from which 
the gracious Lady of Bernadette’s 
visions did not exempt her, nor was 
St. Francis allowed to bear the 
marks of Christ’s passion and death 
in his hands and feet and side with- 
out pain. 

Bernadette was “good for noth- 
ing”; a nobody. St. Francis was the 
poor little fellow—the Poverello. 
His company he described as “new 
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Actual altar and life sized carvings of Franciscan saints on each side of altar 
partially completed Franciscan Chapel at Lourdes. 


and a humble people content to 
have Christ only.” Nothing was to 
be “owned’’—most of all one’s own 
will. A “proprietor” was one who 
»wned things—spiritual or material 
—as though they belonged to the 
ndividual and not to God. This is 
ihe complete self-emptying. This is 
true Penance. Conversion. What Our 
Lady demanded of Bernadette. 
What Our Lord demanded of all his 
followers. What Francis re-iterated 
for his Franciscans. 


Franciscan Shrine at Lourdes 
As if to cement the “affinity of 
soul” between St. Francis of Assisi 
and St. Bernadette Soubirous, the 
Franciscan tertiaries of France are 
completing a beautiful open Fran- 
ciscan shrine built under the third 
arch on the left side of the immense 
Rosary Esplanade leading up to the 
Lourdes basilica. Under the second 
arch, 


adjoining the Franciscan 
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shrine, is the companion shrine 
St. Bernadette. 


The altar of the chapel, dedicat 
to St. Paschal Baylon, patron of t 
Eucharistic congresses and proc 
sions, is built up against the ba 
wall of the archway. On the left 
the altar are life size stone carvit 
of St. Elizabeth, St. Anthony, 
Clare and St. Francis (left to right 
on the right side are St. Bonav 
ture, St. Laurence of Brindisi, 
Colette and St. Louis IX. Above t 
altar is a full sized statute of 
Paschal Baylon; the huge half- 
cle wall behind the altar and t 
ceiling over the altar (the front 
the archway is open) are to be c 
ered with a beautiful mosaic | 
pressing Franciscan Marian tra 
tion and contribution to Mari 
theology. The mosaic immediat 
above the statue of St. Paschal in 
cates the Eucharist, encircled by 


FOR 


of thorns; from the Eucharist 
ate rays of light to the kneeling 
e of the Ven. John Duns Scotus 
e left, the champion of Mary’s 
aculate Conception. (The words 
used to Bernadette in the local 
is were: “Que soi l’immaculado 
ncepciou—I am the Immaculate 
ception.”) To the right, the 
from the Eucharist penetrate 
kneeling figure of St. Bernardin 
iena, Marian doctor and cham- 
of the doctrine of the Univer- 
Mediatorship of Mary, Media- 
of All Graces. 


The whole chapel is wonderfully 
conceived and the work is being 
carried forward by the impetus of 
the Very Rev. Sylvain de la Celle 
O.F.M., ex-minister provincial of 
the Acquitaine province. The en- 
tire project, however, is the joint 
effort of all the tertiaries of France. 
Father Sylvain is now calling upon 
the tertiaries of the world to assist 
him in finishing the task. The sum 
of $8,500 is still needed. The fin- 
ished Franciscan shrine will be 
seen by more than two million peo- 
ple each year. It has tremendous 


Scale model of Franciscan Shrine now being built in 
archway of Rosary Esplanade at Lourdes. 


ikecH © 1958 
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possibilities of widening the scope 
of the Franciscan message which 
this shrine is essentially. 

Let us all make a pilgrimage to 
Lourdes in spirit. And in the depths 
of our spirit let us listen, to the 
Blessed Mother’s message of Pen- 
ance and reflect on how this mes- 
sage was carried out in the life of 
the little peasant girl, Bernadette 
Soubirous. What straightening and 
soul-crushing treatment the gentle 
and beautiful Lady allowed her lit- 
tle confidante to endure. Yet, that 
was her own life also 2,000 years 
before. It was her Son’s life too. 
And it will be the life of every 
Christian determined to live a life 


of perfection. | 

In spirit let us kneel before th 
Franciscan shrine after visiting th 
Grotto of Mary. And from our trad 
tion and forebearers in the Orde 
let us draw new determination ani 
inspiration! | 

Published by Franciscan Heral 
Press this month: “Our Lady ; 
Lourdes 100 Years Ago” by Mario 
A. Habig O.F.M. (15 cents), a bea 
tiful pamphlet, giving a complet 
summary of the apparitions of Ov 
Lady and the story of Lourdes. “Ne 
vena in Honor of Our Lady ¢ 
Lourdes” (10 cents) which was wri 
ten especially for this centenar 
year. 


The Franciscan Chapel will be built in the third archway of the Rosary Esplanade or 
the left side. The second archway contains the Chapel of St. Bernadette. The rive 
Gave is in foreground with hospitals to the left; Mary’s Grotto is to right of Church 
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by AvBert Nimetru O.F.M. 


P you insulted a general in the field 


_battle or the president of the 
‘ited States, the insult would be 
sidered more serious than if you 
ulted the corner storekeeper next 
you. What makes the difference? 
e dignity of the person. 


dow much more serious is an in- 
t against God! God is our Creator. 
> are totally dependent upon Him 
| everything that we are and every- 
ng that we have. Sin is therefore 
serious thing. When we think of 
immense dignity, the unbounded 
wer, the infinite perfection of God, 
get some idea that sin is no joke. 
> are standing in the palm of Al- 
shty God’s hands and, puny crea- 
e that we are, we dare to stretch 
selves to our proudest length and 
ke our fist in the face of God. 
God chose, he could close that 
and crush us. He would have 
ry right to do so. As creatures 
have no rights in the sight of 
ah 


Now, if we are to avoid violating 
d’s law in a serious manner, we 
st guard against the attitude that 
resses itself thus: “Oh, it’s only 
enial sin.” If we become careless 
ut deliberate venial sins, little by 
e we become careless about serious 

These venial sins are like ter- 
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mites eating away at the foundation 
of our spiritual life. They wear down 
our resistance; they tend to weaken 
our will power. Gradually the stage 
is set and the collapse into serious 
sin is inevitable. Recall that Judas 
became careless in handling the little 
money belonging to the company of 
Apostles. This carelessness proved 
fatal. 

To guard against carelessness we 
have to avoid occasions of sin, that is, 
any person, place or thing that is 
liable to lead us into sin. No one can 
possibly avoid sin if he puts himself 
in a situation that will lead him into 
sin. If we want to avoid catching a 
cold, we stay out of the draft. If we 
do not want to get burned, we do 


not play with fire. Too many people 


are Jike a silly moth that flits around 
the flame until it loses its life. 

You have heard the story of the 
man who wanted to hire a chauffeur. 
Several men applied and were put 
to a test. Each was asked how close 
he could come to the edge of the 
cliff without going over. One say, “a 
yard.” Another, “a foot.” The third 
man said, “I-would stay a mile away.” 
He got the job. If we want to avoid 
serious sin, that ought to be our at- 
titude toward any person, place or 
thing liable to lead us into sin.—Stay 
a mile away! 
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Letaure 


by Richer-M. Beaubien O.F.M. — 
translated by Ella-Marie Cooper, Tertiary 


Parents, says Fr. Richer, should use the leisure hours to waich their 
children and help them build true character. The timid child will allow 
himself to be dominated; without help, his entire life will be affected. 
The jealous child, for fear of failure, will refuse to cooperate in games 
in which he may be beaten. The proud child looks down on losers, nor 
will he acknowlege their skills. The boaster and show-off, the know- 
it-all is better than everyone else even when he is awkward, clumsy and 
inferior. The quarrelsome child, has no social sense and no concept 
of cooperating by joining in the teamwork required for recreation. 
The pouter withdraws from a game because he does not know how to 
lose. These are things parents must understand if they want to guide| 
character and will power in their children. These only manifest them- 
selves during recreation. There should be no better pastime than par- 
ticipating in children’s amusements and in profiting by them to build 


character. 


THE EpIrTor. 


A. DANGEROUS LEISURE 
The attitude to take towards dangerous leisure 


Replies to current objections 


Definition of the ‘‘occasion of sin.”’ 

A word of explanation on the principal dangerous amusements: 
1. The dance 2. The movie 3. Novels, magazines, the comics 4. Liquor 
5. Petting 6. Dating 7. Beaches 8. Games of chance. 


A. Dangerous Leisure 
5. Can you name some dangerous 
amusements? 


The Third Order Rule has touched 
on the most dangerous when it refers 
to dancing, the movies, the novel, 
liquor—without omitting petting—the 
beach, and games of chance. Note 
that “dangerous” does not necessarily 
means “bad,” although one always 
rues having played with danger with- 
out a serious reason. 

6. What should be my attitude to- 
ward “dangerous” Leisure? 
Before considering the danger lurk- 

ing in each of these forms of diversion, 

let us face up to what should be the 

Catholic’s attitude toward them. 
When a person is a Catholic, and 


84 FRANCISCAN HERALD AND 


sull more a tertiary, he has no right 
expose himself to the least occasion 
sin. The Holy Spirit warns us, “ 
who loves danger shall perish there: 
(Eccles. 3, 27). Let us not berp 
sumptuous, and let us not deem o 
seives stronger than others. “Th 
where you cry, ‘Enough,’ says St. / 
gustine, “you have already made sh 
wreck.” 


No vain pretexts 


Let us not be deceived by fe 
friends or by vain pretexts of hea! 
of relaxation, of hygiene, or of acqu 
ing experience . . . Frequently, in 
name of beauty, harmony, art, 
latest fad, and doing as others do, « 
believes everything permitted—un 
the pretext that there is “no harm! 


FOR 


And so it is that a person permits 
elf (or herself)—with eyes that 
d like to pass for pure—to read 
most immoral books and maga- 
. So it is that with feet that still 
v the way to church, a person who 
eceived Communion that day will 
for the dance hall or for spec- 
*s of the most dangerous for the 
h of his soul. With hands that 
give alms, unseemly deeds are 
. Certainly, we do not fall into 
extremes all at once.;.. 
at this craze, this hobby, of being 
o the minute and doing like every- 
y else, is a slippery slide that leads 
ae bottom fast. The worst is that 
ping from virtue to vice, the Faith 
st, the moral sense is blunted, and 
most serious sins appear as trifles! 
dless to add that in this state, the 
» for prayer is lost! The disposition 
iges: formerly gay, frank, patient, 
yut, helpful; and now, gloomy, se- 
ve, irritable, indifferent, selfish! 
When a person dates under these 
litions, he ceases to be seen at the 
munion rail... . 
ow about it? .. . Now, whatever 
- friends think, it is never permis- 
to go out to meet an occasion of 
or to remain voluntarily in one. 
those who see no harm in it, let 
‘eply with the reproach of the 
het Isaias. “Woe to those who 
evil good!” 


erity 

nd are we acting in good faith 
n we declare that we sve nothing 
il in these worldly pleasures whose 
cence we so loudly proclaim? Are 
so persuaded of the propriety of 
» perilous pleasures, that we 
Id not mind dying right after in- 
ing in them, and rendering our 
unt to God? For instance, after a 
ern “dangerous” dance, to pass 
. girl’s arms into the arms of Al- 
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mighty God? Can we deny that when 
we are at church—in God’s house— 
our thoughts are nobler and more 
wholesome than at most movies— 
where we are presented, even in those 
films given the green light, some 
risque scenes? Does not our conscience 
warn us that the Gospel calls for 
something more? 


We Take on Local Color 

We quickly adopt the ideas preva- 
lent in our environment. We cannot 
help breathing the air where we are. 
We cannot dabble in flour without 
getting white, or in coal without get- 
ting black! Nobody can deny these 
self-evident facts without passing for 
a lunatic. So what is to be said of 
those Christians who think that they 
can wade right into dangers of the 
world without harm? 

Those who have no desire to change 
their attitude will doubtless find these 
lines too severe. (It is always the 
wheel that needs greasing that squeaks 
the loudest!) However, good morals, 
the Gospel, and God do not change. 
There is nothing new under the sun. 
Already in the fourth century St. Am- 
brose remarked, “Many persons re- 
proach me for my exhortations to 
chastity, because they restrict and em- 
barrass them. By their complaints, 


85 


they show what they are!” 

Today again, the worldly claim to 
know more about and to see more 
clearly, questions of morality and sal- 
vation than do all the Fathers and 
Doctors of the Church! They tax 
with exaggeration all the thunderings 
of the saints against the abuse of 
amusements and against the dangers 
inherent in some of them. The reason 
is very simple. They fear being de- 
prived of their sources of pleasure and 
thrills. .. . To justify their conduct to 
decent people and to their complain- 
ing consciences, they attempt to con- 
vince themselves that the most dan- 
gerous amusements are good and in- 
NOCCI tees. 

“When a thing pleases,” says Father 
Vuillermet, “we like it; and when we 
like a thing, we imagine that it is 
good; and by dint of imagining, we 
arrive at a sort of conviction—despite 
the purest light of grace. Thus, there 
are pastimes that pass for legitimate 
and which worldly opinion permits; 
but which Christianity condemns be- 
cause they cannot be reconciled with 
integrity and moral purity.” 

My Responsibility as a member 
of the Mystical Body 

All that we have said of the Mysti- 
cal Body during our campaign for 
Christian modesty applies here per- 
fectly. (See tract 16, “Corps mystique 
et modestie chrétienne par questions 
et réponses, p. 43 ff.) 

If the Christian were an isolated in- 
dividual, the loss of his soul would 
naturally be a great misfortune, but 
would have no adverse effect on oth- 
crs. But such is not the case. Even if 
he lived alone in the deep woods, the 
Christian would still belong to Christ’s 
big family, be a member of his Mys- 
tical Body. His slightest good or bad 
actions have’a repercussion on all the 
other members. If he becomes a cor- 
rupt member, poisoned, paralyzed, the 
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whole Body suffers. He is a dea 
weight or a live influence, accordin 
to his moral health. 

Have I the right to expose myse 
to evil when I think that by my in 
prudence I may cause the death « 
many souls? How many have yielde 
to temptation simply because they sa 
others yield before them! 

What a responsibility it is to be 
Christian—a member of the Mystic: 
Body! 

“And _ yet,” writes Father Ph 
“there are souls who make a game 
scandalizing people and of teachi 
others to sin. 


“Giving scandal is literally playir 
Satan’s game, doing the Devil’s wor 
It is snatching one of the elect awé 
from God for a time, and perhar 
forever. Giving scandal is murde 
soul murder. Doubtless, very few m¢ 
would seize a knife from a table ar 
deliberately plunge it into anoth 
man’s heart. But what is the boc 
compared to the soul? Alas, the wor 
is full of soul slayers, of soul murde 
ers, of assasins of God’s grace in sou 

“How many, at the moment 
committing a crime against the 
neighbor, reflect on the enormity 
the crime they are about to commi 
Blinded by passion, they see nothin 
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ep within—unless they are com- 
tely corrupt—they say to them- 
és, ‘I will repent.’ Yes, but the 
er person. He (or she), with whora 
are going to commit your sin, do 
know if he will repent? Will God 
e him time? And if time to repent 
iven him, will he have the desire? 
ides, you will have started a soui 
the downward path. How do you 
w if from fall to fall, it will not 
lly cascade into Hell? You yourself 
1 ‘stop in time’—I hope. Are you 
e of that? (Your presumption 
htens me.) Put it that you do stop 
time.’ But the other person! What 
him (or her)? If the end of the 
d for him spells an eternity of woe, 
at a responsibility is yours! 
‘This is the fearsome risk, the 
adful danger of sinning together. It 
hat one is not only responsible for 
sin—his own—but for that of the 
tner in crime, and for all the 
ure progeny of the other’s sin. 
ery sin together places two sins on 
conscience; two assuredly, two at 
st, and perhaps an infinity of 
ners.” (Cf. Le Christ dans nos 
res, p. 138. “Christ in our breth- 
ae) 
‘plies to Objections 
To forestall the objections of youth, 
list the most current: 
“If I don’t go with the crowd, Ill 
be an old maid!” 
Edward Froidure answers this in his 
ok, Toi qui commences a aimer 
Beginning to Love’’). 
“The Bible,’ says he, “furnishes 
merous examples to the contrary. 
was just because they stayed away 
m ‘the crowd,’ that Rebecca deserv- 
to become Abraham’s daughter-in- 
v and that Rachel became Jacob’s 
fe. And that young Sara was assign- 
to Tobias by an angel as the com- 
nion destined for him by Heaven. 
‘Coming down to our own day, 
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have you ever noticed that God re- 
serves good husbands to ‘model girls’ 
who prefer having-fun at home to 
running to the movies? 

“Goings through a room one day, 
Ozanam saw a young lady tenderly 
caring for her crippled brother. He 
carried this vision ever with him. 


“It was the living and charming 
image of charity who had thus ap- 
peared to him, and when he learned 
that the virtue he had divined was 
deep and true, and that it was match- 
ed by qualities of mind and heart, and 
above all with great piety; he asked to 
unite his life with that of the lovely 
girl who had charmed him.” 


2. “Today's miss must not be ‘choosy.’ 
Otherwise, shell never marry.” 


This amounts to saying that the 
boys are all a pretty worthless lot— 
and this is an insult. If this were true, 
it would be better to go through life 
alone, honorably, than to “buy” a 
husband at the price of your inno- 
cence. Your punishment would then 
begin and you would look in vain for 
happiness in marriage. 

3. “If I refuse to take part in this 
pastime that you call ‘dangerous’ if If 
do not dance this dance, if I do not 
see this latest film, if I confess that 1 
have not read and do not want to 
read this best-seller, if I protest 
against some things that are said, I 
will become a laughing-stock. All my 
friends will make fun of me.” 

Let the worldly-minded talk and 
mock as much as they like. Tell them 
you will meet them at the Last Judg- 
ment! By doing your duty, you will 
have the consolation of knowing that 
you are on the right path, that you 
have stepped aside from danger, and 
most certainly have turned others 
away from it... . If you had two 
souls, you might risk one, as St. 
Thomas More said! 
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4. “Everybody's doing it!” 
Be justly proud then of not doing 


like “everybody.” Glory in being a 
person. And besides, is one to judge 
of the morality of an action by the 
number of persons doing it? I have 
never heard of accumulated error 
adding up to truth! If “everybody” is 
going to jump into the sea, let’s have 
sense enough not to follow “every- 
body”! 

Besides, St. Paul pointed out to the 
Corinthians that we Christians do not 
belong to the “world.” “Do not,” says 
he, “bear the yoke with unbelievers. 
For what has justice in common with 
iniquity? Or what fellowship has light 
with darkness? What harmony is there 
between Christ and Belial? . . . And 
what agreement has the temple of 
God with idols? For you are the tem- 
ple of the living God, as God says. . . 
‘I will be their God and they shall be 
my people’.” 

Here the Lord himself exhorts his 
chosen people not only to refrain from 
imitating those who behave ill, but 
even to separate themselves from them 
completely. Wherefore, 

‘Come out from among them, 

be separated, 
says the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing: 


88 FRANCISCAN HERALD AND 


EEE 


And I will welcome you in, 
and will be a Father to you, 
and you shall be my sons and 
daughters, 
says the Lord almighty” (II 
Cor. 6, 14-18). 
No man can serve two masters. We 
must choose Christ now, and live ac- 
cording to his teachings. 


What is a dangerous occasion? 

It is a person, thing, or place, capa- 
ble of leading us to evil. The world is 
full of them; you are walking amid 
snares. 

This person is a temptation for you. 
You feel violently and_ passionately 
drawn to this person. Stop! 


(See page 99) 


Leisure and Morals 


Joseph Prendergast, executive di- 
rector of the National Recreation As- 
sociation, recently commented on the 
fact that the first Sunday of June has 
been designated as Recreation Sun- 
day. It will provide, said Mr. Prend- 
ergast, an opportunity for ali Ameri- 
cans to consider their moral obliga- 
tion to their leisure time for the re- 
freshment of the soul, and not merely 
of the body and the mind. 

Theme of Recreation Month (June) 
will be ‘It’s your leisure—make the 
most of it.’’ Recent surveys indicate 
that most Americans now living will 
spend more hours of their lives in 
leisure-time pursuits than in paid jobs. 
“The way in which we use our leis- 
ure,'’ Mr. Prendergast said, ‘‘may well 
determine the future moral and in- 
tellectual stamina as well as the 
physical fitness of America.” | 

Further information can be ob-| 
tained by writing to Public Informa- | 
tion and Education, National Recrea-— 
tion Association, 8 West Eighth Street, — 
New York 11, New York. | 
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_ Eight months after he was born in 
899 Mr. Johnson won a beauty con- 
ost of “babes who will number their 
ears in the new century.” While 
erving with the Marine corps in 
918, he was wounded in action. He 
eceived the Purple Heart and Good 
ronduct medal. His discharge pa- 
ers bear the notation “service hon- 
st and faithful.” In spite of this, 
ohn Johnson insists “no bravery; 
o distinctions.” In 1924 he re- 
eived his A.B. and in 1926 his M.S. 
t St. Louis University in Biology 
nd Experimental Psychology. He 
eturned to St. Louis University in 
945 and stayed on for nine years. 
uring this time he took on a part- 
er in his business of concrete foun- 
ation and land development so he 
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JOHN S. JOHNSON 


as able to spend more time on his work for a doctorate in Modern 
listory and Government. In recent years Mr. Johnson lectured on 
hird Order topics at regional meetings and is well versed on the 


ubject. 


Q. Mr. Johnson, I know you have written at least one book, Rosary 
in Action, which was published by Herder and has enjoyed notable 
success, Have you written anything else? 


A. I wrote a book about my war experiences, mainly because every- 
body was sick of listening to me so writing was my only way out. 
But it was never published, so the public was spared. I have com- 
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pleted a oe on Mary Queen of Scots on which I have spent 
years of work. I do not like the treatment historians have given 
this Queen and I believe I have evidence to rehabilitate her. T 
am saving this for my thesis. I have another manuscript in the 
works. For a long time I have been upset about young men and 
women in secular schools being exposed to a loss of faith. I now 
have about 500 pages of notes on a method I used on my own 
students at St. Louis and I hope these will jell into a book to be 
used by the Newman Clubs. 
Q. Why do you think it is so difficult to interest men in the Third 
Order? 
A. Unfortunately we have gotten the reputation of being a kind 
of “happy death society’ which doles out some after-life insur- 
ance by way of plenary indulgences. I think this is because the 
real purpose of the Third Order is not sufficiently understood. 
Mention the St. Vincent de Paul society, and immediately every- 
one associates it with a definite purpose. The same holds true 
regarding other societies. But who associates a definite purpose 
with the Third Order? There is something wrong with our com- 
munications. My eyes were opened by Fr. Maximus when he in- 
formed me that the Third Order was a way of life and not a 
preparation for death. 
Q. Would you say, then, that there is something wrong with our 
approach? | 
A. Our approach in the main is not adapted to the temper of our 
times. The late Fr. Daniel Lord believed that the Third Order 
had nothing more to say to our age. Of course, I did not agree 
with him and went to see him several times to straighten out 
the matter. I did not realize he was conserving his strength in his 
last illness for his own manifold tasks, but now I wish I had his 
side of the story on record. On the other hand, in July 1957 our 
present Holy Father had something to say to tertiaries which is 
pretty close to a rebuke. He definitely is not too pleased with the. 
present work of the Third Order. 
Q. What is the temper of the times? How are we “out of joint?” 
A. This is the age of the apostolate of the laity which is supposed 
to be helping the hierarchy actively in efforts to stem the tide of 
modern paganism. What apostolic activity have we sponsored? I 
believe the Secular Institutes grew out of a vacuum created by the 
work left undone by the Third Order. When we think of all the 
work that has grown out of the Third Order in the past, it grieves 
me to think that these people have to start all over again because 
we are not attuned to the times. | 
Q Can you be more explicit? Can you come to grips with practi- 
calities? 
A. Allright. In many cities there is a flood of colored and an onrush 
of the so-called “hill billy” who is badly received. How about or-. 
ganizing an apostolate to these under-privileged? There are so 
many people who are displaced from somewhere or something. Tr 
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chink St. Francis would have gone to them. We have not! We are 
0 prone to turn these cases over to the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
e readily admit that the organized group will have to do most of 


he charity work, but someone has to re-personalize charity. It 
hould be we. 


- What do you consider the mission of the Third Order? 

. For a long time I have tried to make myself believe that our 
nission was “to be” rather than “to do.” When we “be,” we ought 
0 spill over into “do.’’ There is the rub. We may have become so 
saken up with spiritual treasures available to us in the Third Order 
hat we overlook what we may do for others and that in keeping 

ith the spirit of the Third Order. We may have become a bit 
ngrown. 

2. Is that really the case? Don’t you rather think we are not 
‘being” enough and therefore we do not spill over into “doing.” In 
other words, is not our spirituality too superficial? 

. Maybe. I haven’t thought of it in that light before. As a rule, 
vhat does the tertiary get? A monthly conference, an occasional 
study club and an infrequent workshop session. Where is the for- 
nation? I don’t want to make a sweeping statement. Some frater- 
uities do have a good training program. My experience, however, 
nas been that the members of smaller fraternities are poorly 
rained. Regional institutes have helped somewhat to remedy this. 
2. What experience have you had in training novices? 

4. I spent five years training novices in St. Louis. I suggest a 
‘round robin” course of instructions so that new comers can be 
itted into the program without too much inconvenience. The train- 
ng series should embrace the history of the order, a full explanation 
»f the rule and how all this bears on modern life. We cannot stress 
he last point too much. It is the one that is too frequently over- 
ooked. 

). What part does the spiritual director play in this program? 

\. This is a laymen’s order. This is the age when the laity is being 
nvited more and more to take an active part in the apostolic labors 
yf the Church. A good director is one who can develop lay leader- 
hip. If a director takes over, the lay people are not going to fight 
vith him about it (although, I think they should). As a rule, they 
vill go along with him. When a new director comes, the fraternity 
romptly falls apart because the lay people have not been trained. 
[he excuse given by directors who want to run everything: “If I 
lon’t take over, it won’t be run right.” To this I am disposed to 
ay, “Then let the fraternity fall apart. That is exactly what is 
roing to happen anyway as soon as the pressure is taken off. Why 
rolong the agony?” 

). Do you think the Third Order is making progress in the United 
‘tates? 

\. The Central Organization certainly has given cohesion to the 
Third Order. We are increasing in numbers but I’m not so sure we 
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are progressing. Outside of a head tax to support the Hour of St 
Francis we have not done much together. 


wy, i i tail Sunday shop: 
Q. Surely, you are not discounting efforts to curtail 
ping. Wasn’t this movement spearheaded by the Third Order? 


A. That is correct. It is more of that sort of action that we need 
You will notice, however, that this movement began on the loca 
scene. The Hour of St. Francis, which is now nationally promoted 
also grew out of the efforts of one fraternity. The Serra Academy 
started in a small way locally. All of this, of course, can be tracec 
_to development of good lay leaders. Perhaps that gives us a clus 
to a stronger national office. If we started on a local scene, gavi 
impetus to some phase of the apostolate, then the national offic 
would have something to work on. It would grow in stature fron 
the grassroots. An example of what I have in mind came to my 
attention just recently, namely, the Apostles of the Holy Spirit i: 
Cincinnati. (See Central Newsletter in this issue.) This has grea 
potential on a national scale. One more point that I want to em 
phasize is this: in promoting the apostolate we must be carefu 
not to set up opposition centers to the work on a parish level. W: 
must first of all be good parishioners. Then if we went to th: 
bishop we may well touch off a real Catholic Action program. 


Q. What do you think is the biggest drawback in the Third Orde 
today? 


A. The Third Order is used too much as a source of personal spix 
itual gain. I do not want to convey the idea that it is unworthy t 
-enter the Third Order for the benefits with which the Church ha 
‘seen fit to enrich it. But I do mean that we have to convince ow 
“people that this aspect of the Third Order is not the exclusive put 
pose. Unless we are to cater to an elite who are already on the wa 
to spiritual development, we had best get a means to attracting th 
lesser ones and develop them in action. 
Now that I have been in the Third Order for twenty years I ar 
-beginning to get a bit restless. It came on me after reading wha 
the Holy Father had to say to the Tertiaries of Italy. 


OO a SL Se 25 ree 


St. Francis Musical Composition London 
Tablet reports a new musical work com- 
posed -by Anthony Milner and first per- 
formed in a Third Programme broadcast 
on December 8. Says the Tablet: “It is a 
short work, described in its subtitle as a 
“Friptych for tenor solo, chorus and or- 
chestra.’ It falls accordingly into three 
sections, “The Calling of Francis,’ ‘The 
Sermon to the Birds,’ and ‘The Canticle.’ 
The conception is a sound one, affording 
scope for that union of dramatic and 
contemplative elements which is the main- 
spring of oratorio and cantata, and the 
lyrical -and imaginative fire of its finest 
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moments is the measure of its suc 
in realization. The Tablet criticizes 
libretto for its misleading picture of 
Francis, but adds: “It is not the 
time, however, that a poor text has eve 
fine music, and since the present p 
was specially written for the comps 
it clearly answered some need of his ¢ 
tive imagination—The work was 

ducted by Meredith Davies and the | 
formance, by the City of Birming| 
Choir and Symphony Orchestra, was 
of fire and conviction. The solo part 
lyrically sung by Duncan Robertson: 


here’s More 


to ft then 


by Maximus Poppy O.F.M. 


Further Thoughts on the Common Fund 


“SHORTCOMING common to most 
ished commentaries on the Third 
r rule is the microscopic point of 
they take. Paragraph after para- 
1 is painstakingly explained, to be 
but seldom will you discover a 
at a nexus between one provision 
ie rule and another. As a result 
‘eal issue of a given paragraph 
not emerge, nor the legislator’s 
t. Worse still, the discerning vo- 
of the rule and the outsider seek- 
fter the truth in spirituality, balk 
hat appears to be an assortment 
bitrary and unrelated practices. 
ie paragraph touching the com- 
fund is a case in point. Here is 
test: “Let them contribute ac- 
ng to their means to a common 
from which the poorer members 
be aided, especially in time of 
ess, or provision may be made fov 
ignity of Divine Worship” (12). 
the February issue on this sub- 
the editor was well-advised in 
ading the article “The Francis- 
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can Ideal in Money Matters,” and 
adding a prefatory paragraph to dis- 
pel the notion that the gathering and 
disbursing of the common fund is a 
sort of piggy-bank for a token collec- 
tion of small change. Rather, he ob- 
serves, it is a practical depository for 
the tertiary to put into practice the 
virtue of poverty. Now, that’s some- 
thing! An issue which can engage the 
interest of an upright man seeking 
after spirituality. Just another church 
collection has never fired anyone’s 
enthusiasm. 
Reading in context oe 
By reading the provisions in the 
Third Order rule in context, you will’~ 
begin to discover a well-defined and 
balanced scheme of spirituality; and 
the pivot around which much else in 
the Order of Penance revolves, is 
moderation and detachment. Room 
enough in Francis’ school of virtue to 
move around from the ABC of strict 
compliance with the letter of the rule 
—all the way to the heroism of volun- 
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tary dispossession such as the modern 
tertiary, Matt Talbot, or the Hermit 
of Cat Island, Msgr. John Hawes, em- 
ulated. 

The trained eye will recognize in 
the very first of the fourteen Rules of 
Life the spelling out of Christ’s own 
economic manifesto, “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit.” The pertinent passage 
reads, “Let the members avoid ex- 
tremes of cost and style, observing the 
golden mean suited to each one’s sta- 
tion in Life.’ Stations, classes? Yes; 
but no rigid mold or uniform into 
which all are equally cast, except for 
the secret uniform “poor in spirit”’— 
meaning moderation, voluntary re- 
trenchment, detachment of the heart. 

The upshot is that you save on 
yourself in order to have more to be- 
stow on others, after the example of 
St. Elizabeth. The writer of this is now 
able to put two and two together from 
what he witnessed as a boy in the late 
nineties. It was a pretty trick that his 
mother employed to disguise her reai 
reason for observing the optional 
Wednesday abstinence (par. 4) of the 
Tertiary rule. Doing without meat 
herself, she would explain, would en- 
able her to repay Aunt Sophie in 
Vienna for buying our tickets to 
America. Nor did she try to impose 
this on the rest of us. Young as I was, 
it made sense to me; except for the 
slight incongruity I vaguely sensed, 
that she was in delicate health and 
might be standing more in need of 
meat than a “hard working” school 
boy. 

Anyhow, this tale serves to illustrate 
the idea of combining self-denial with 
almsgiving and, no less, of tact in 
“letting one’s light shine before men’’ 
(Mt. 5, 16). 

The ‘‘Table”’ of Tertiary Economy 

Moderation, retrenchment, doing 
without. The same holds good for the 
second and third prescriptions in the 
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Tertiary rule and way of life rege 
ding recreations at so-and-so mu 
per and frugality at table. Here t 
most published commentaries on ¢ 
rule fail to get off the ground 

point of sin or no sin, while overloo 
ing the area of virtue implied. T: 
tertiary who foregoes perfectly legi 
mate creature comforts breaks just 
many more fetters of worldiness— 
say nothing of creating by so mu 
more the climate congenial to liberé 
ity. Human nature is that way. 

There are still two or three oth 
provisions of the Tertiary rule that: 
in with that on the common fun 
These, too, have their broader enra 
ments of moderation, detachment a1 
generosity. But, before taking the 
up, permit a brief digression suggest: 
by the observation in the precedi 
paragraph regarding faulty educati 
in general, and the word “frugalit 
in particular. This is probably the fr 
time the last-named item is toueh 
upon in print. 

The standard English version of t 
Third Order rule, vastly improv 
over an earlier reading employed un 
1926, still has a few imperfections. L 
me quickly add that this is not a m: 
ter of better English but of interpr: 
ing the intent of the legislator. T 
term “temperate” is the villain (P: 
3). Perhaps ninety-eight per cent 
the tertiaries do not consider this ps 
agraph addressed to them, becar 
temperance and intemperance in t 
accepted sense of the word is 
problem to them. Frugality is som 
thing different! It connotes econor 
short of stinginess, avoiding what 
wasteful, luxurious, extravagant, lé 
ish. Significantly, the official La’ 
text has it, frugaliter; while the G 
mans use the term Genuegsamkeit 
enough is enough. | 

Back to our lesson on how one ru 
of Tertiarism dovetails into others 
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ike up an integrated and balanced 
gituality; the present study having 
do with the ideal of St. Francis 


jake, for example, the business of 
‘king a last will and testament 
Grood time” (Par. 7). Reading this 
erficially, it seems a thing apart— 
sconomic intrusion upon an other- 
spiritual program. The primitive 
in force until 1883 was quite 
eific about “in good time.” For 
{1 reasons. Like in the convent 
ers today, the tertiary had to “ar- 
wze and dispose (provisionally, of 
(rse) of his goods, lest he die in- 
Sate’—and that, three months be- 
his final profession. But again, 
provision of the rule had some- 
fig else tied up in the same pack- 
f a weapon against two public 
ies in the Middle Ages, family 
Sis and usurious money lending. 
the candidate for the Order of 
fance, months in advance of his life 
sige, had to certify that he was 
Mbnciled with an enemy if the en- 
was notorious, and had done 
f) ill-gotten goods. There’s prac- 
#1 Christian sociology for you! The 
it and flavor of this sign of con- 
‘sion is preserved in the present- 
i rule—in its ninth paragraph that 
@s for Tertiaries “to heal discord 
Werever they can.” 

one has not already witnessed 
#leasantnesses among the relations 
Yone who died intestate, it takes 
fe imagination to conjure up the 
Wlosive situations to which this can 


Ais mission as an apostle of peace 
»‘heal discords,” is it a small thing 
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just as much an obligation as to recite 
the twelve Peters? And it does not 
matter much to the purpose of the 
rule whether “those entitled to make 
a will,” as the text has it, whether the 
Tertiary’s estate is gilt-edged stuff, 
blue chips, or just red ones, 

Why do many tertiaries slough over 
this rule? The dodges are various and 
specious; but knowing many tertiaries 
personally as this writer does, in the 
final analysis there is a hidden attach- 
ment that makes even a provisional 
disposition of one’s temporalities a 
painful operation. Virtue not yet thor- 
oughly matured. 

Speaking of last wills, there is one 
economic angle to which far too many 
fail to give attention. It is the distinc- 
tion that should be made between 
the claims of justice and those of 
charity or benefactions, Most people 
are impressed by reports of sums in 
four or five digits bequeathed to re- 
ligious or charitable causes, Well and 
good, provided the bereaved has also 
satisfied the claims of justice and 
gratitude. And too, sometimes eye- 
brows are raised because a larger slice 
has fallen to the lot of Aunt Tillie, 
while a much smaller one is left to the 
missions. Who knows how much, per- 
haps, the deceased was obligated to 
her for loving attention and care. The 
same claims of justice and gratitude 
can also operate in favor of one off- 
spring in preference to another. All 
of us know the typical case of a daugh- 
ter deferring marriage indefinitely be- 
cause of an aged parent requiring a 
home and loving care instead of an 
institution. 

Common Fund and Charity 

In the final paragraphs of the rule 
(Par. 13, 14) the corporal and spirit- 
ual works of mercy are enjoined in 
favor of two classes of the Order’s 
membership—the sick and the de- 

(See page 99) 
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Practical Living 


by Philip Marquard O.F.M. 


Conference on Tertiary Virtues 


| Bayne LIVING in the Catholic 
and tertiary sense is living in the 
present of God. It is not a practice 
that you stumble into by chance or 
good fortune. It is something that 
must be cultivated by what is known 
as the good intention. 
1. THE Goon INTENTION 

The good intention consists in the 
action of beginning each day by mak- 
ing an offering to God of yourself 
and of all you will do or say during 
the day. In this way you bless and 
sanctify every moment, every action, 
and place your life under the con- 
stant protection of God. Then every- 
thing you do becomes a good work 
and worthy of eternal reward in 
Heaven. 

Up in the vestibule of Heaven there 
is a large office. It is well occupied 
with angels writing up the account 
books of life. Your report is kept 
there. The report of all your deeds 
in life. Your report is filed under 
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three columns:—for God, indifferen 
against God. When you appear ¢ 
your judgment day for a passport ft 
Heaven, the angels will strike th 
balance in your account. On_ thé 
balance depends your eternity. 
The keeper of the door of Heave 
will want to know two things; Whe 
good did you do? How much tim 
of your life did you give to God 
After all, Heaven does belong to Gox 
How are you spending most ¢ 
your life? The vast majority of peop 
live from day to day, not taking muc 
account of just where the minutes an 
days go. Yet God says that we mu: 
answer for every idle moment. | 
might help you to look at the figure 
some scientist gathered on the a 
tivities of the average person wh 
died at seventy years of age. Such 
person would spend his life in th 
way: ‘Three years in education; eigl 
years in recreation; three years in hy 
giene; six years in eating; five yea 
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transportation; four years in con- 
sation; fourteen years in work; 
Jee years in reading; and twenty- 
j r years in sleep. This scientist left 
#time for God. But if all you do 
90 to Mass on Sunday and say your 
aly prayers of five minutes a day, 
5 gives you only one year out of 
seventy in the direct service of 
id. It is not very much is it? And 
ies still less, if it is done poorly or 
id distractions. 


Beside increasing your direct service 
od, you can help yourself greatly 
Boch the good intention. In fact 
jd expects more than the direct 
§vice which we offer him. It is his 
ire that everything we do upon 
Mth, in our daily lives, should be di- 
Hted in some way to him. This 1s 
@dent from the words of St. Paul: 
Whether you eat or drink or what- 
Mr else you do, do all for the glory 
mt God.” 


oO person without special help 
God can be thinking of God 
fatinually, nor can he consciously 
Wect every single action to God. But 
does not expect this. What he 
"es ask, is that from time to time, 
#h some kind of continuity, we 
yke a conscious intention by which 


% offer to him all the actions of our 


Think of how many movements 
f make in a day; how many times 
“1 breathe; how many times you 
¢:ak; how many times thoughts flash 
sough your mind. If you tell God 

t all these actions are for his honor 
4 glory, they will be pleasing to 
‘ and of true value for eternity. 
ere is nothing too great nor too 
all to form a part of this constantly 
Teves offering. Sin alone is the sole 
peption. It gives God nothing, but 
her robs him of the honor and 
vice we owe him. 


You need no special formula for 
this good intention. There is no par- 
ticular way of making it. It is your 
will that truly matters. You can us? 
the words of St. Francis for instance; 
“My God and My All.” Other forms 
you can use are: “All for the honor 
and glory of God.” “My God, this 
day I offer all my actions in union 
with you.” It is even a wise practice 
to change the manner of making your 
good intention, lest it become too 
mechanical and eventually meaning- — 
less. For example, you can use the 
sign of the cross for a change, and 
express the desire to do all in the 
name of God the Father, the Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

An old Italian Bishop had _ his 
unique way of remaining united to 
God. It consisted in the simple use of 
his eyes. As he put it: “In whatsoever 
state I am, I first of all look up to 
Heaven and remember that my great 
business is to get there. Then, I look 
down upon the earth and call to mind 
how small a space I shall soon find 
there. Finally, I look around the 
world and observe the multitudes that 
are in all respects less fortunate than 
myself. Thus I learn where all my 
cares must end and how little reason 
I ever had to murmur or to be other- 
wise than thankful.” To live in this 
spirit is to live with the good inten- 
tion. 


2. Keepine Ir ALIvE 

Human nature is weak and soon 
loses sight of a good intention once 
made. It must be renewed frequently 
to keep you properly motivated. God 
is jealous, terribly jealous, of one thing 
—his right to hold first place in your 
heart. The principle motive inspiring 

all your actions must be the love of 
God. The primary motive of the 
mother at her stove, the father at his 
desk or work bench, the young man 
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or woman at study or on a date, must 
be the love of their common Father 
in Heaven. 

The love of God is very often not 
the intention propelling a person to 
‘action. Sometimes the motive is bad. 
Other times a supernatural motive is 
pushed aside by a natural one. An 
overpowering desire for selfish success 
colors the motive of many individuals. 
The praise of friends is not an un- 
familiar source of action. Love of 
pleasure and a passion for power are 
others. Truly there may be secondary 
motives at the basis of your actions. 
God does not forbid these. He merely 
wants the first place. A father at- 
tached to a perilous expedition to the 
South Pole expressed the correct order 
of things in a note he sent to his 
pastor: “I am trying to do everything 
for God and for my family.” Divine 
and human love can work together 
for good. 


The motive is so important that 
you should frequently throughout the 
day turn your heart to God and re- 
new the offering of your labors for his 
glory. The morning offering is of tre- 
mendous value if said at the opening 
of each new day. It sends all your 
acts Godwards, even the simplest, and 
those you enjoy the most. Yet this 
morning offering is not enough. Men 
are men; their motives change; some- 
times the change comes suddenly and 
subtly, so there is a need to renew and 
to purify their intention for acting. 


It takes but a second to tell God 
you want to honor him by your work. 
It pays dividends too. The thought 
of God and the desire to serve him 
adds zeal and joy to work. The recol- 
lection that God is glorified by pa- 
tience in suffering makes every cross 
easier to carry. 


_The striking of a clock, the ringing 
of any bell, putting on your hat— 
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these and many other reminders ¢ 
be used to recall your good intenti 
This habit once acquired can h 
amazingly when you are about to | 
gin a disagreeable task. It can aid 
overcome temptations, to keep a re 
lution, to do an act of kindness. 


A young American airman wrot 
letter to his father two days bef 
his death in action. The letter reve 
the thoughts of Heaven and etern 
which constantly guided the you 
man’s course through life. A sque 
ron leader had spoken to the Cathe 
about a farewell note he had writt 
with the text: “Cheerio, darling, hz 
a good time.” The Catholic airm 
wrote back to his parents: “My p 
losophy does not need anything of t 
sort. Life at the moment in full. 
it should stop and I, by the grace 
God be worthy of the call, I shou 
be excited and happy at the prospe¢ 
Why, for those few years, ame 
countless thousands, when I shall 1 
see you, should I say farewell.” 


That is speaking with clear visi’ 
It makes all the cares of life m 
than bearable. You can develop su 
spiritual vision through the const: 
renewal of the good intention. 


St. Francis used all of God’s cr’ 
tion as stepping stones to God. Eve 
thing he saw reminded him of so 
perfection of God; either his go 
ness; his mercy, his providence, 
love, his justice. Nature was an | 
phabet that always spelt God for 
in one way or another. You t 
should look for signs of God in thi: 
around you. It will help you ea 
day in various ways to renew ys 
good intention to live for him < 
with him. | 

In this way, and only in this w 
will your practice of your Catholic; 
and your tertiarism bring a comp) 
change in your life as they should. 


(Continued from page 88) 
that house, you know that your 
e may be put to the test. Stay 
ty! Stop! 

‘h that group, you have heard your 
®cience warn you several times, Be 
ful! Stop! 

‘his frivolous or mundane book 
#@bles you, suggests a thousand fool- 
Wand trivial thoughts; and plunges 
“into a daydream that you would 
adare tell your mother. Into the 
Wwith the book! 

“ictures, paintings, statues, may be 
Pmptation for you. Go by them 
Hout looking! He who loves danger 
perish therein. 

ke heed, little butterfly! Don’t 
fluttering around those bright 
es that burn! Those holier than 
stronger than you, have found 
to the soul in them. 

e dangerous occasion is fire, and 


fit will not burn? God may per- 
2 this miracle once—he will not 
«@o forever. 

sVhy did David fall into two horri- 
ficrimes? Because he sought sin’s 


d when one sees Samson a pris- 
can he help thinking of Deli- 


}2tween you and the abyss of sin 
only the grace of God—alone 
: ible of holding you back. But will 
grace be given you, if you delib- 
wely run after the occasion of sin? 
must not tempt God. Sinnine¢ calls 
nore sinning, as one wave follows 
ther. Should you fall, the first 

ty deed will produce others; and 
# poor soul will resemble a contin- 
ely st tossed sea, wherein the 

y storm-tosse 
Jes rise, break, take shape and rise 


a Winceasinoly to break and form 


COMMON FUND 
(Continued from page 95) 

ceased, even though (as in the item 
on the common fund) the sick are 
not necessitous. Another entailment, 
here, of the Order’s common fund, 
subject to the enlightened wisdom ot 
its officials. These can choose to fol- 
low a policy either of penny-pinching 
or of open-handedness. But, be sure, 
whether the one or the other policy 
is followed, it will in time catch up 
with the management, and will be re- 
flected in either a low or high temp- 
erature of generosity among the rank 
and file. 

If no other point has been made 
in these observations on the common 
fund, this one should emerge: The 
Third Order has to do with money 
and economics; but in a religious 
order for laymen the approach is 
the religious one, and always the issue 
is one of the Gospel virtues. 

Frankly, this is not the article th» 
editor had promised for this install- 
ment, namely, “Specific Problems.” 
Not in the sense of the practicalities 
of administering the common fund 
about which there is a great deal of 
curiosity; naturally, and rightly so. 
The thoughts set forth in the present 
article are basic doctrine; they domi- 
nated the thinking behind much of 
the debate that flowed back and forth 
at the Boston seminar. The practicali- 
ties covered by the prepared text for 
the seminar were germinal thoughts 
thrown out for discussion and debate 
—mostly optional devices, techniques 
and practices that do not lend them- 
selves to uniform acceptance. There- 
fore, too, less suited to the interest of 
the average reader of this magazine. 
However, readers interested in prac- 
ticalities of the sort are well advised 
to attend institutes and conventions of 
the Order where such shop talk is the 

(See page 107) 
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Virtues of St. Francis 


Three Minute 
Wait 


by Xavier Carroll O.F.M. 


A HILARIOUS IrisH film made th» 
rounds recently. It was titled “Three 
Minute Wait.” 

A steam-puffing locomotive pulled 
its half dozen cars into a little Irish 
town for a three minute stop off. The 
engineer, fireman, conductors and 
passengers all rushed off the train into 
the tiny pub alongside the track. 
There they settled down to a delight- 
ful spell of story-telling with the en- 
gineer doing the honors. A. stuffy 
Englishman, anxious to arrive at his 
destination according to the published 
time table, was the lone exception to 
this congenial get-together. He re- 
mained at his place on the train anx- 
iously counting off the minutes—three 
of them. 

Twenty minutes later the conduc- 
tor decided it was time to depart. He 
blew his whistle and all dashed back 
to the train. The Englishman, visibly 
perturbed, now relaxed. At this point 
the stationmaster informed the con- 
ductor that a certain goat had not 
arrived. The conductor announced 
there would be another “three min- 
ute” wait. The passengers joyfully 
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rushed back into the pub and the en 
gineer continued the story precisel 
from the half-sentence where he ha 
left off. Eventually the conductor’ 
whistle blew. Again the passenger 
rushed back to the coaches. Anothe 
“three minute wait’ was announce 
and once more everyone returne 
happily to the story—save the Eng 
lishman. This pattern continue 
about four times till finally even th 
Englishman got off the train in exas 
peration. Of course, it pulled ov 
without him when he presumed t 
overstay the three minutes. 

Virtue and temperament are ofte 
confused. Virtue is a supernaturs 
habit acquired through practice an 
self-discipline. "Temperament is néz 
tural inclination—‘‘doin’ what com 
natcherly.” On the surface it is ofte 
difficult to tell them apart. This 
often so in the matter of patience. - 
a person never seems to get excited k 
delay or lack of accomplishment, w 
tend to consider him a patient ma 
without further ado. If he is eagy 
and zealous, we may say that patiens 
is not one of his virtues. And we ma 
be all wrong. 

The Irish passengers gently satirize 
above were probably doing wh 
came natural to them. They were a 
customed to a gentle flow of livin 
There were no great hills and valle 
in the rhythm of their lives. The 
was no place that it was terribly ir 
portant to get to nor was time esse: 
tial. They would be doing the sar 
thing at the journey’s end as th 
were doing now. Why the rush? Pe 
ple in such circumstances are ve 
tolerant of time. But it is hardly 
virtue. ‘The virtue of patience is n 
in the unperturbed man who is so 
cause there is nothing great and nok 
and urgent pulsing within him. 
be phlegmatic is not the same as | 
be patient. 


Nor is the stoic a truly patient man. 
e stoic has decided the best way 
to get hurt is never to become in- 
ed, never to commit oneself. He 
‘yes no vital interest in people, 
#nts, life itself. He is the detached 
Mctator at the back of the hall, a 
bored by everything. Basically he 
ja coward, He may say he is more 


“the Christian virtue, is a man who 

pully committed to life but is beyond 
ulancy and quarrelsomeness and ir- 
@bleness when his efforts are de- 
d on the one hand, and on the 
ier he is not fickle, inconstant, quit- 


“A person who becomes unduly irri- 
led by delay in the accomplishment 
this plans or in the satisfaction of 
desires, is often a man who has 
perspective. He has an oversized 


srall picture, just isn’t that im- 
wtant. Like the man who becomes 
Miveable because it rained on his 
af date and now he must wait 
ther day. Often it is because he 
Joo self-indulgent. Everything must 
# pleasant and gratifying and “nor- 
#1.” He cannot stand being too 
‘rm, too cold, too hungry, too filled. 
@& cannot stand being inconven- 
ced. It isn’t at all pleasant. Or 
tuin it may be that the man is too 
%-centered. Everything that hap- 
qas to concern him takes on an ab- 
site importance. You are washing 
*the sink. He comes up irritably 
1 says: “Hurry up! Can’t you see 
yant to brush my teeth?” It never 
murred to him to ask himself: so 
sat? Brushing teeth has become 
most urgent thing in the world at 
# moment because it happens to be 
» thing he wants to do. 
\ more profound cause for impa- 


| 
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tience is the unwillingness to recog- 
nize the human condition, creaturely 
dependence and _ limitation. Some- 
times a person cannot reconcile him- 
self to the need of a time lapse be- 
tween desire and accomplishment, 
plan and fulfillment. Quite truly he 
is envious of God. He wants to “say 
but the word.” The suggestion of the 
Serpent “to become like God”’ is still 
heard in the depth of our hearts. 

The patient man on the contrary 
is always aware of the relative im-— 
portance of things. He is not inclined 
to overestimate the urgency of some 
undertaking just because it is some- 
thing that he is doing or wants to do. 
He does not throw himself so com- 
pletely into the present undertaking 
that he forgets that other things re- 
tain their importance, that other peo- 
ple have their rights. He does not 
make an absolute of his convenience, 
his will. Briefly, the patient man is 
one who does not succumb to a one 
track mind momentarily. 

At the same time the patient man 
is capable of tremendous dedication, 
constancy and perseverance when he 
is in pursuit of something that he roc- 
ognizes to be profoundly important. 
He knows that “the kingdom of God 
suffers violence.” He may be thor- 
oughly excited about accomplishing 
something that is truly urgent but is 
willing to make the painstaking and 
time-consuming efforts to see it 
through. He is constant in his day 
by day striving for perfection. The 
patient man is fully engaged in the 
world and life about him. He has 
great enthusiasm and zeal. Who would 
accuse St. Francis of lack of vision 
and energy? And yet our memory of 
him is scented with gentle patience. 
The patient man regrets delay and 
interference in the accomplishment of 
the good but he knows they are fac- 

(See page 103) 
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Again and... 


by Geraldine Liss, Tertiary 
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Ls A QuITE place where the k 
like to go to study over coffee, 
just relax. And, we’ve all found ¢ 
it’s a good place to carry on a g& 
discussion, or a quiet meeting, 
sometimes it’s just right to straigh 
out a lovers’ quarrel. 


The other day there were two ¢ 
legians sitting in the booth beh 
me, and I couldn’t help hearing » 
girl’s earnest voice. “Look, I love y 
but I’m sick of this. I just want 
forgive and forget, but I have 
make myself be mad at you beca 
we've got to straighten this out ne 
You say you love me, and I beli 
you. But, man, you deny what 3 
say by your actions almost imme 
ately after you say it. Look at it 
way, just this once, listen. 

“You know very well that Pil 
campused for coming in late at_ 
dorm. And yet, you insist upon ke 
ing me out after hours, and then - 
campused on a night when ther 
something big. Can’t you see? If- 
really did love me, you would get: 
in so I’d be able to go the next tii 
I don’t think you love me at all. * 
only love yourself and I’m sick 
| Ser 

And so they went on. 


* * * * * 


One of my students had been j 
ticularly hateful and when I thn 
ened a punishment, he begged off | 
apologized. Yet, the next day it | 
the same. And the next, and the n 
until I got fed up and threw him + 


* x * * 


One of my friends had been 
for work many mornings becaus} 
too many late nights. And each ° 
she apologized to her boss and fal 
to make amends. He fired her. 


The group of incidents cam¢ 


minute. I’ve been in that line 
larly since I’m seven years old. 
the list that I’m coming back 
4 has been much the same for a 
f long time. Yet, each time as I 
K in to tell what I have done, I 
alm sorry and won’t do it again. 
i, then I do. 

the girl I overheard was ready to 
®k off with the boy she loved be- 
we he didn’t act like he loved her. 
'yrew a student out of class because 
whroke his promises. My friend was 
@ because she didn’t straighten 
Yet, God takes me back every 
a, because he wants me in Heaven 
more than I want to get there. 
Jhat must it be like to love some- 


fhing, any time and any number 
“imes? What must it be like to 
#@ someone so much that you would 
i yourself to save his life? What 
yt it be like to want someone so 
ih that a moment’s separation is 
@earable, and yet have to stand 
3 see the person, by his own wish. 
” away from you forever? 

1 sounds almost melodramatic, but 
* what happens between God and 
eI suppose the saints realized these 
Megs. They'd have to or they 
MIdn’t be saints. But what about 
& We’re supposed to be saints too. 
Yanctity is the end-product of the 
ecidence of a human will with the 
of God. Sometimes, if a person 
@been a beast for years, and he is 
werted to being a human that is 
‘salvation and there is rejoicing in 
Jven for him. But with us it is 
“so. We do not steal by day and 
vider by night. We haven’t spent 
‘time in jail. With us it’s a prob- 
* not of making the big step from 
to good, but inching along from 


i 
‘d to better and from better to best. 


ARCH . 


| 
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That’s why it’s so easy to fall down. 
If we had the task of saying, “I won’t 
rob any more banks,” it would be one 
matter. But to say every hour, “I’m 
not going to be impatient today no 
matter what occurs,” is a trial for the 
strong-willed. We think, “It’s just a 
little thing. If I do snap, it won’t 
hurt. I'll keep still next time.” 

But, our Lord keeps waiting for 
us to not snap, so our wills come a 
little closer to his. 

It is not ordinary for us to think 
before we act, “Am I getting closer or 
farther from Christ by this action?” 
However, the saints were those who 
did the ordinary in an extraordinary 
way. So, the way to bégin is by think- 
ing before we act, not of ourselves, 
but of the one who loves us. Then 
we will not be in the same situation 
as the student who was disciplined, 
or the girl who was fired, or the boy- 
friend who loved himself. 

Obviously, Francis was a man who 
thought of God as Love. And Fran- 
cis was a man who was capable of 
great love and therefore capable of 
being loved. One glance at all of his 
life shows the thought that was fore- 
most in his mind continuously. “How 
close am 1?” 

We are his followers. 


are WE? 


THREE MINUTE WAIT 
(Continued from page 101) 
tors of the human predicament. He 
does not slash out with irritation and 
anger. If the undertaking is worth 
it, he pushes on perseveringly and 

patiently. 

As is true of all virtues, patience 
does not exist in isolation. It is a 
quality of a man who is maturing as 
a Christian on many fronts. The pa- 
tient man is coming to know the 
Truth. “In your patience you shall 
possess your souls” (Lk. 21, 19). 


How close 
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A Christian Philosophy of Life, Bernard 
Wuellner, S. J., Bruce, $4.25. 


In order to understand life we have to 
be. willing to give serious thought to it. So 
much has been written on the main mys- 
teries of life that anyone who is really in- 
terested has ample material to satisfy him- 
self. A hasty glance at the bibliography 
consulted by the author reveals how much 
has been written about human life. To 
have all this material digested and pre- 
sented in one volume is a most welcome 
accomplishment. The author begins with 
the premise that we are from God, made 
for the honor of God and destined to re- 
turn to God. He doesn’t make an attempt 
to prove this. If the reader is not willing 
to accept this basic truth, then it is up to 
him to give an adequate and reasonable 
explanation of the~ origin and purpose 
of man. He further investigates some im- 
portant questions that have occupied the 
thinking of man for ages? what is life? 
what is happiness? how can it be achieved 
in this world? where does suffering fit into 
the picture? One of the exceptionally 
good chapters is called “The Good Life” 
and gives an excellent treatise on charac- 
ter, virtue and personal development. The 
book is written in such a way that the 
reader gets a wealth of solid material in 
a manner that is easy to take. 


St. John Baptist De La Salle, Battersby, 
Macmillan, $6.50. 


The Teaching Brothers founded by St. 
John Baptist De La Salle are quite well 
known in many sections of the country. 
The founder of, the congregation was a 
self-effacing man with the result that his 
memory is somewhat obscured. In_ this 
full length biography the saint’s life is 
revealed with all its lustre. From two 
small schools founded for poor boys at 
Rheims in 1679, the teachings and ideals 
of the saint have spread throughout the 
world. He is recognized as an original 


thinker in the field of education. He 
neered methods which today are comr 
place. Throughout it all the saint see 
to realize that he was a “‘vessel of « 
tion’ in the creation and guidance of 
new teaching order of non-clerical brotl 
The author traces the remarkable pre 
by which De La Salle became a saint. 
secret is this: whenever there was a Cri 
decision to make, no matter how diff 
or distasteful, choose the alternative 
heroic virtue. The saint’s life with its c 
cated poverty and perseverance in Cz 
ing out his ideals is set against the bh 
ground of seventeenth century France. 
had to step gingerly at times not to 
come involved in some of the controve 
about spirituality. In spite of his bes: 
forts his work was not always apprecis 
There was a time when he was 
threatened with banishment for no ¢ 
reason than the fact that he had 
courage to stand by his principles. | 
spectful he always was toward thos: 
authority, but subservient never. Hi 
ography is a fast moving story with! 
pense, conflict, complication and fi: 
a happy ending. Make room for this ; 
on your library shelves. 


A Popular History of the Jesuits, I 
Meadows, Macmillan, $3.50. 


There is no order in the Church | 
has been maligned as much as the Je/! 
Because of this a great deal of the 
ature about the order has been polen 
her adversaries trying to prove their ¢ 
sations, and her friends trying to vind) 
her honor. This book gives an unb) 
study of the origins and historical dev: 
ment of the order. It traces the J} 
educational and missionary enterprise | 
ing the modern era. Today the workr 
life of the Jesuits are accepted as a mi 
of fact. We must remember, however,! 
in the beginning the movement had 
elements of a minor revolution. Sp 
attention is given to this phase of th)! 
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The delicate question of the suppres- 
f the Jesuits is treated with under- 
g. There is no question of the 
uent restoration and recovery of 
tse. We need but look at the martyrs, 
gsors, missionaries, statesmen, philos- 
and scientists the order has pro- 
Here is an outline of the four 
“ries of Jesuit history which is ex- 
sily readable and obviously sincere. 


American Parish and the Roman Lit- 
H. A. Reinhold, Macmillan, $3.50. 


Wtiaries and others who are promoting 
“5top, Don’t Shop on Sunday” move- 
will find a highly enlightening chap- 
the Christian meaning of Sunday 
¥s book. It will give some solid rea- 
hy the movement ought to be pro- 
; without dealing directly with the 
tment as such. There is more to the 
han that though. This book exam- 
Mpecific liturgical problems of the con- 
rary American Church and points 
yay to a greater participation of the 
atul in corporate worship. What the 
ir does is present a picture of a lit- 
sal parish and what it can mean in 
ife of a good Catholic. The book 
help to clear the atmosphere and 
ten out some misconceptions about 
turgical movement. 


#Sanctifier, Luis Martinez, trans: Sr. 
spas OS.U., St. Anthony Guild, 


e Holy Ghost is often referred to 
e Forgotten Person of the Blessed 
ity. This may be because of the lack 
ppular treatise on the Holy Spirit. 
Srishop Martinez’s book gives us the 
for an informed, active devotion to 
Holy Ghost for here we find a lucid 
Winspiring exposition of the Gifts of 
rE oly Spirit. The author devotes at 
4 five pages to each of the seven gifts 
Which he explains the gift in detail 
“shows what bearing ech has on our 
ification. From the gifts he passes to 
Wruits of the Holy Spirit, devoting a 
y and inspiring chapter to the 
‘olations of the Holy Spirit. The 
section deals with the eight Beati- 

We think this is an important 
because after reading it one’s de- 


1 When we begin to give ourselves 
fully to the transforming influence 


} 
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not directed to one group; it is intended 
for everybody, priests seeking material for 
personal meditation as well as for sermons 
on the Holy Spirit; seminarians supple- 
menting their dogma books; nuns looking 
for appropriate refectory reading; lay peo- 
ple seriously striving for personal sanctity. 
The Queen’s Heart of Gold, Sr. M. Ama- 
tora, O.S.F., Pageant, $2.50. 

The apparitions of the Blessed Virgin 

in Beauraing, Belgium are not as widely 
publicized as some of her other appear- 
ances. In 1932-33 she appeared as many 
as thirty-three times to five children rang- 
ing in age from nine to fifteen. These 
apparitions have been declared authen- 
tic. In this book we have a complete day- 
by-day account of the appearances. The 
book evidences painstaking work. The 
authoress has done a great deal of re- 
search to verify the names of persons, 
places, events and quotations. The book 
is written with young people in mind. 
There is ample conversation: the story 
moves along rapidly and the interest does 
not lag. The final chapter recounts what 
has happened at the shrine in-the past 
twenty-five years since the Church has 
granted her approval. 
Dove Publications has just released two 
novels by S. H. Parr. A Million Lives at 
Stake is a fast moving story about the 
Foleys and the Cavanaughs who lead a 
comparative normal life until everything 
is thrown into a turmoil. The FBI is 
called in to get at the bottom of a strange 
scheme. Inspector Barton’s action unfolds 
a thrilling and startling story. The Hur- 
rican Hurler is a story of ambition, hard 
work and young love told against the back- 
ground of our national pastime-—basebail. 
The joys and heartbreaks of a ball player’s 
life are interwoven with the story of fam-- 
ily life and young romance to make won-- 
derful reading for the young. Mr. Parr 
has written three other books for voung 
readers: The Hallowed Hour, The Moun- 
tains Moved, and The Enchanted Daze. 
These novels had been written because 
the author wanted to do something about 
an intolerable situation. He was fed up 
on the trash in paperbound books for sale 
in bus terminals, railway stations, drug 
stores, newsstands and other places of 
business. He sold his own successful man- 
ufacturing business to devote his talerit 
to improving the quality of these paper 
backs. The sales of his first three novels 
attest to the success of his venture. Each 
paper back is 75 cents. 
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Conventual Franciscans Return to Vienna 
Over 174 years ago a Conventual Fran- 
ciscan friar came back to Vienna’s Min- 
oritenkirche and addressed the people 
with the ancient greeting of St. Francis: 
Pax et Bonum. The friars had been absent 
since 1620 as a result of the reformation. 

Today they have returned to Vienna 
again after the Red armies have left and 
they have taken up residence at the 
ancient monastery connected with the 
church of St. Francis of the Holy Cross. 
The first resident that came to Vienna in 
1224—the very year St. Francis received 
the stigmata. A small church was built 
and was from the beginning called the 
Minoritenkirche—church of the Minorites, 
as members of the Order of Friars Minor 
(Franciscans) were called. By 1251 the 
church was enlarged and rededicated in 
honor of St. Francis and the Holy Cross. 
In 1559 the friars were obliged to vacate 
the church and the monastery; both were 
taken over by the protestant revolutionar- 
ies. Today they are back again. So the 
wheel of history turns. 


Father Hennepin and Minnesota Heritage 

Msgr. James M. Reardon recounts the 
Catholic history of Minnesota in “The 
Catholic Bulletin,’’ St. Paul diocesan 
paper, as the state celebrates its centen- 
nial year of statehood. One of the earliest 
missionaries was the Franciscan Recollect 
Louis Hennepin. Msgr. Reardon has this 
to say: 

About 1678 “Fr. Louis Hennepin, a 
Franciscan Recollect and a native of Ath 
in Belgium, accompanied the famous La 
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Salle from Kingston, Ontario, over - 
Great Lakes and along the Illinois ri 
to the present Peoria, where he establisl 
Fort Crevecoeur. 

“La Salle returned to the east af 
authorizing Fr. Hennepin and two cc 
panions, Anthony Augelle and Mich 
Accault, to push westward. 

“On reaching the Missippi they turt 
the prow of their canoe northward. 


.Lake Pepin they were taken prisoners 


a band of Sioux Indians whom they w. 
force to accompany by way of the T> 
Cities of the future, to thir village 
the neighborhood of Mille Lacs. 


During his captivity Fr. Henne 
accompanied a group of these Indi 
down the St. Francis (now, the Ru 
river to Anoka and paddled along 
Mississippi to the Falls of St. Anth: 
which he discovered on July 4, 1680. : 
named in honor of his patron saint. Lz 
on he returned upztream to Mille Lacs. 


“His object was to convert the Indi 
and civilize them. He had been robbec 
his chalice and vestments and could 
say Mass; but it is on record that 
baptized a dying Indian girl, whom 
named Autonoinette, and thus gave \ 
nesota its first saint. 


“Fr. Hennepin was the first priest 
announce the gospel in the land of 
Dakotas. 


“He left to posterity a history of 
travels and adventures in the New Ws 
under the title of “Description of Lc 
iana,” published in 1683, and a seq 
“New Discovery.” 


Sponsoring members are those who sponsor one or more prosp 
tive converts by contributing 50 cents a month to cover the cost 
mailing pamphlets, catechisms, instructions or other Catholic inf 
mation, and the necessary correspondence to each prospective conve 
sponsored. 

Additional information can be secured by writing to: Mr. Geor 
E. Schulhoff, General Director, Apostles of the Holy Spirit, Inforn 
tion Dept., 2709 Woodburn Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Co-op Parish Activities Service 

What has your fraternity done to further the work of our audi 
visual apostolate, the Coop Parish Activities Service? It is certain 
the modern way to teach our holy religion. Hundreds of film stri 
are available on the Catholic Faith. 

Last year witnessed a tremendous growth in this apostolate. Y: 
or your fraternity can buy or rent film strips or any other featur 
of the Coop Service. All rental fees are covered by a year’s membe 
of twenty dollars. This entitles the members to the use of any fil 
strips or slides. For detailed information, please write to Mr. L 
Leddy, 15928 Grand River Ave., Detroit 27, Mich. 

If you cannot use a membership yourself, you can subscribe f 
a missionary priest or nun either in the foreign or home missioi 


The Grotto of Lourdes where miracles happen to souls even more frequently thay 
to bodies. Almost 2 million pilgrims visit it annually. | 
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i 
TALENDAR OF PLENARY 
INDULGENCES 
MARCH 
ep Friday of Lent. 
HJohn Joseph C. 1 Or. 
mCollette V. 2 Or. 
Mstery of the Way of the Cross. 
Me Feb. 21.) 
#Catherine of Bologna V. 2 Or. 
Salvador C. 1 Or.—(Conv. April 4.) 
@ Thirteen Tuesdays in hon. of St. 
Shony begin. 
oR) oseph. G.A. and P.I. 
wWBenvenute B.C. 1 Or. 
Munciation. G.A. and P.I. 
)Didacus Joseph C. 1 Or. 
mJ) ohn of Capistrano C. 1 Or. 
‘bnd Sunday of Passiontide and ev- 
“widay of Holy Week. 
mPeter Regalado C. 1 Or. 


CREO 
Mw 13.) 


“the FORUM on your mailing list 
sicurrent Obituary notices of your 

munity or fraternity: THE FRAN- 
YAN HERALD and FORUM, 1434 
*| 5lst Street, Chicago 9, Illinois. 


“IONS TO AN ACTIVE COMMUNITY 


i@an Sisters of the Immaculate Conception 
% hospitals, Schools of Nursing, Homes 
dren, the aged, teaching. Write to: 


szrend Mother General, St. Mary of the 
teonvent, 1000—30th Street, Rock Island, III. 


OBILITVUA RWP 


Sr. Liobina Puetz, Sr. Tenestina Wolf, 
Sr. Ubaldo Neumair, Sr. Lybia Thelen 
(School Sisters of St. Francis, Milwaukee 
—81), Sr. Wendelin Pollmeier (Dubuque), 
Sr. Isentrud Kaelin (Hartwell), Sr. Leon- 
issa Seeger and Sr. Mariana Bauer (Mill- 
vale, Pa.), Sr. M. Praxedes (Oldenberg), 
Sr. Rogeria Dettenemeier (Wheaton), Sr. 
Stephen Treacy (Little Falls; Minn.), Sr. 
M. Conrada Denz (Joliet), Sr. M. Veronica - 
(Springfield), Sr. M. Angela (Milwaukee), 
Sr. M. Clemela (Dubuque), Sr. M. Adelheid 
(Joliet). 


Chicago: Christie Zika, Patrick J. Con- 
way, William Mangan, Margaret Brannon, 
Marie England, Marie Sanville, Emma 
Schaefer, Elizabeth Haggerty, Charles M. 
Williams, Lenore Merritt, Frances Lilly 
Cincinnati: Agnes Hillen, Elizabeth Bock- 
horst — Cleveland: Mary Michel, Barbara 
Obert, Anna Demers, Frank Koenig, Grace 
Hill, Elizabeth Ruszkay — Detroit: Eliz- 
abeth DeLangis, Joseph J. Manley, Joseph 
Kelly, Anna Stevens, Mary Greco, Helen 
Holland, Margaret Murray, Mary Heide- 
man, John Korth, Mathilda Bischof, Mar- 
garet O’Flaherty — Loretto, Pa.: Charles 
Long, Augusta Luther, Rudolph Illig, Mary 
Alverson, Anna Simpson. 


a Franciscan Herald Press Publications... 


“MORTAL PROFILE 


4 by Ernest Pallascio-Morin 


i an’s key to meditating on the Gospels written in layman’s language. Seventy- 


SHORIES OF THE SAINTS 


didents from the Gospels retold briefly and in a new dimension. 


Paper: 95 cents Cloth: $2.50 


4 by Norman Painting and Michael Day 


illustrated 


Siof four saints told against an authentic background. Neither boring nor 


Wintal. Exciting reading for older children and adults. 


$2.50 


nt ANTHONY: THE Man Wuo Founp HIMSELF 
By Norman Painting and Michael Day 
“a Wonderful life of St. Anthony of Padua that has the appeal of a novel! 


tir Lavy Ar Lourpes 100 Yrars Aco 


4 by Marion Habig O.F.M. 


$2.50 


“derful summary of the facts of Lourdes by a scholar who has condensed 


Anto this pamphlet. 
' | 


15 cents 


YovENA In Honor OF Our Laby oF LOURDES 


nf by Marion Habig O.F.M. 


sna that can be used throughout the centenary year. Dates for the novena 
B yestec which tie into the feasts of Our Lady and are related to the Lourdes 


jions. 


10 cents 


Franciscan Herald “fours 
Lourdes Centenary Pilgrimages 
VISITING THE FRANCISCAN SHRINES: ASSISI, PADUA, LA VERNA’ 
THREE SPECIAL 17-DAY AIR PILGRIMAG d 


June 7 * July 5. © -Septembery22 


Featuring: Paris, Lourdes, Nice, ey Venice, Padua, Florence 
Verna, Assisi, and Rome. (Sept. 22 Pilgrimage will be at Assisi. om 
feast day of St. Francis!) 


TWO GREAT 30-DAY AIR PILGRIMAGES: 


June 7 * September 22 


$1098.00 


Featuring: Paris, Lourdes, Nice, Milan, Venice, Padua, Florence, 
Verna, Assisi, Rome, Lake Como, Lucerne, German Black Forest, Wi 


Britta Direccor a laoton Guide accompany thes tours. 


TWO WONDERFUL SEA PILGRIMAGES — 
Eastbound in the S.S. America—Westbound in the S.S. United Sta 

May 31-July 21: $1095.00 & up * Aug. 1-Sept. 16: $1060.00 & 
Visiting Ireland, England, Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg, Rhein Tr 


German Black Forest, Switzerland, Italy, San Marino, Monaco hy 
France. 


OTHER AIR PILGRIMAGES—eepart from New Ye 
every Sunday—March through October—29 days, $972.00 


Visiting Brussels, Paris, Lisieux, Lourdes, Monte Carlo, Pisa, Flonna 
Rome, Assisi, Sehr Marino, Padua, Venice, Innsbruck, Obberammerg 
Garmisch: Partenkirchen, Liechtenstein, Zurich, Einsiedeln, and 
sterdam. 


OPTIONAL EXTENSION TOURS—Holy Lae ( 
Days) $580.00—Scandinavia (15 Days) $328.00—Homeward flights ( 


be arranged via Lisbon and Fatima. 


Write Hau for d catled literature 


FRANCISCAN HERALD PILGRIMAGE BURE | 
1434 W. 51st Street, Chicago 9, Illinois | 


Yo 


